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Introduction 
The program was developed for calculation of parameters of choked/non choked discharge of two-
phase gas-liquid flow. It was originally compiled for dimensioning of twin-fluid atomizers with 
internal mixing (effervescent atomizers). 
But can be used also for other 
applications where different parameters 
of pressurised two-phase gas-liquid flow 
to be calculated. 

The discharge is calculated applying two 
extreme models:  

 the homogeneous flow model (HFM) 
and 

 the separated flow model (SFM). 

Effect of the discharge orifice geometry: 
length/diameter ratio and convergence 
angle as well as physical properties of 
the dispersed/atomized liquid (viscosity 
and surface tension) are included into 
the calculation procedure.  

A methodology of two-phase gas-liquid 
discharge as described in [1] is implemented. Also nomenclature used here follows the nomenclature 
used in [1]. For more information on two-phase gas-liquid flow see Corradini [2]. The program allows 
inputs for gas-liquid mixtures with mixing ratio covering range from pure liquid to pure gas. There is 
no limitation regarding fluid pressure and temperature but ideal gas low is applied here. 

 

Description and application of the program 
The program structure is simply and logically designed. The main web form is divided into two areas - 
input and output. User enters the input data into the main program menu (Fig. 1). The program 
needs basic geometrical data of the exit orifice (nozzle), operation conditions and physical properties 
of working fluids. 

Geometrical data of the atomizer exit orifice are given by diameter, length and convergence angle 
(180°means flat orifice) of final discharge orifice as described in [1]. 

Physical properties of the fluids: All the values are to be found in a database or measured in 
laboratory: density, viscosity and liquid surface tension of the liquid, specific liquid heat capacity (at 
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constant pressure), specific gas heat capacity at constant pressure and specific gas heat capacity at 
constant volume. 

Operation conditions (of the atomizer) 

Ambient pressure: barometric pressure in the case of discharge into atmosphere or a pressure in a 
bomb when testing at elevated backpressure. 

Mixing chamber overpressure: gauge pressure of the mixture measured directly in the mixing 
chamber. Atomising gas or liquid gauge pressure as close to the mixing chamber as possible can be 
also used for calculation; it is assumed that both the fluids have the same pressure which is equal to 
the mixture pressure for simplification. 

 

 

Fig. 1: Main program menu. 

 

Mixing chamber temperature: the temperature can be directly measured in the mixing chamber or it 
is also possible to use gas or liquid temperature at the atomizer inlet as in the previous case. 

Gas to Liquid Ratio by mass (GLR): GLR is a simple ratio between the atomising gas and the atomised 
liquid mass flow rates. 

 



The calculation allows for the Mixing chamber overpressure and Gas to Liquid Ratio to be entered in 
a range from a minimum to a maximum value with certain step. This step (entered as “Progression of 
GLR range“) can be linear or geometrical for Gas to Liquid Ratio. Also resulting graph can show 
multiple profiles for a range of Mixing chamber overpressure values with Gas to Liquid Ratio as a 
variable on X-axis. X-axis can have linear or logarithmic scale (entered as “Scale of GLR in graphics“) 
output independently of the chosen step for Gas to Liquid Ratio. 

 

All the input parameters are checked for correctness and a report appears when values out of 
intended range.  

 

 

Fig. 2: Definition of the output values, expanded after click to SHOW/HIDE. 

 

Options for the calculation 

The discharge is calculated applying two extreme models (HFM and SFM). A simple linear 
combination of the models (see *1+) is calculated using factors „a“ and „b“. The factors are entered as 
„weighting factor 'a' for HFM“ and „weighting factor 'b' for SFM“.  



Type of heat transfer: Calculation according both the models can be done under 1) polytropic 
expansion of two-phase mixture (k=K), 2) expansion with no heat transfer between phases is 
assumed – so called frozen flow (k=kapa) and 3) isothermal expansion of two-phase mixture (k=1).  

Separator for the decimal point in outputs file (usually „.“ or „,“) is used to separate decimal 
numbers in the results file. 

The “Calculate” button triggers the execution of the calculation. 

OUTPUTS DEFINITION table (Fig. 2) is used to choose values to be included in the results file. This 
table can be opened by clicking on SHOW/HIDE button. 

The results file and also a graph can be uploaded/shown using OUTPUTS options and is also 
displayed at the bottom part of the page. The graph is seen on Fig. 3 and calculated data on Fig. 4. 
The results can be saved into a file “output_hh_mm_ss.csv” named according actual time (hour, 
minute, second). The graph shows dependency of mass liquid flow rate on the Mixing chamber 
overpressure as a parameter and on the Gas to Liquid Ratio as variable on X-axis. 

 

Technical note: The program searches for the critical pressure of the two-phase discharge in range 
from ambient pressure to ambient pressure + 1 MPa. Precision of the search is 1 Pa. It decides if the 

flow is choked or not and calculates gas and liquid mass flow rates, gM  and lM  respectively for 

given input values using corresponding equations for choked/non-choked discharge. 

 

 

Fig. 3: Graph with results of the mass liquid flow rate. 
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Technical requirements 
The program is a web based application (not installed on the local hard drive) limited by two main 
parameters – the speed of user’s internet connection and the quality of the web server on which the 
application is running. Both these parameters influence the operation success. Web based 
applications generally use procedures of the calculation in limited time. This time limit for execution 
of the program is 15 seconds. The most time-consuming task is the calculation procedure. Please be 
careful when enter data for Mixing chamber overpressure and Gas to Liquid Ratio. Too small “step” 
in relation to the data limits results in large number of calculations which lasts for long and also 
produces overcrowded graph. 

Another user’s PC requirements aren’t currently important – PC Pentium I and higher, 64 MB RAM, 
VGA and operating system WIN 95 or higher. The application is designed for Internet Explorer 7.0 or 
higher and successfully tested on other web browsers – Opera, Mozilla Firefox, Opera, Google 
Chrome and Safari. 

 

 

Fig. 4: Table with results for values chosen. 

 



Licence agreement and usage of the program 
Usage of the program by other subject is possible after a licence agreement and the program is for 
non-commercial usage only. The program can be run from a web http://www.nozzle.ic.cz/. Three 
attempts of calculation after first onloading web page are free for usage. For further usage it is 
necessary to have access rights – login and password for the unlimited usage of the program. The 
official international licensee is Brno University of Technology. 
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